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The time is not far distant when the man with 
millions who toils and wails and plunders that he 
might have more will be considered mad. To al- 
low present conditions to continue will be to 
plHBg« tlie nation headlong into barbarism. What 
are palaces and gold? Mere fly-specked eidolons, 
Worthy of no man's worship. 

• • • • • 

Now that chemists can manufacture eggs and 
(.•vcn hatch them without the assistance of hens, the 
pie can take it for granted that we need no or- 
dox passport to enable us to reach heaven. The 
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intellectual shuffle. Now he is the creature of 
pews and not their lord. He is compelled to 
a contract to cinch his salary, afraid to trust 
sheep in his flock lest they Are him without 



pay. 
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EDITORIAL 



Improve yourself. 

• • • • « 

l>ut more human love iuto life. 

• • • • • 

Don't complain of the sorry scheme of things. 

• • • • • 

First establish Freethought, worthy reforms will 
follow. 

Most Christians are long on fraud and short on 
their charity. 

Every day Dives grows more insolent and Laz- 
arus is being left more and more to the care of the 
dogs. 

• • • • • 

Foolish philosophers will soon discover that the 
riddle of the universe cannot be solved by con- 
tracting a case of camp-meeting jerks. 

• ••>•• 

As a rule church people will slander you unmer- 
cifully for dissenting from their religious dogma, 
and will then steal your dog or try to stick you 
with a plugged nickel. It comes natural with 



It is a painful fact, yet, how true, that the Amer- 
ican pulpit has become jaundiced, society grown 
rotten to the core, our politics reached a dreadful 
corruption, and yet there are some who declare 
that there is no need of destructive propaganda. 
It is righteous to destroy error and fraud and this 
is lit.- work the Blade has assumed for itself. Will 
you help it? 
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American deordorized ham? Wei! 
church people elect the Blade's editor president, 
he will sieze upon the jungle usufruct of Packing- 
town. The Armours and the Swifts have been hard 
hit in their most emotional part, to-wit, their pock- 
et-books. It is a painful wound and no wonder 



The grisly Gorgon of Want still stalks through 
the land. Wealth is continually mocking at pover- 
ty and poverty has got to cursing wealth. These 
are dangerous signs, my brothers, and may soon 
lead to another and different extreme. During 
the past quarter of a century the productive pow- 
er of labor has been multiplied by ten and starv- 
ing babes arc tugging at fevered breasts while 
llossanahs still mount heavenward from million 
dollar churches. Oh! The shame of it. 

Ideal industrial conditions cannot be derived 
from either of the political parties now at the seat 
of government. Labor is now at work preparing 
a second declaration of independence, which 
means independence from the unholy power of the 
plutocrat, and when that is read aloud it will 
mean that labor has cut loose from present politi- 
cal leading strings and has determined upon the 
right to the management of its own affairs. Labor 
hath hewn this nation from out of the wilderness, 
and it will be its true lord just as soon as it is 
ready to demand and enforce what it wants des- 
pite the opposition of monopolies and political 
trusts. Take courage, faint heart, the day is yours 
when you get ready to demand it. 

PREACHERS AND PREACHER FACTORIES. 

It is freely admitted that poets are born. This is 
a good and sufficient reason why there are so few 
peat* On the other hand, it is also freely 
hi i d that cinui.-hp.rs are manufactured This is an 
obvious reason why there are so many preachers. 
The difference is too great to escape attention. It 
is not that we have an insufficient quantity of verse 
mongers, but these are not poets. A true poet 
never dies. Centuries after he has crossed the dark 
and silent river hfl Uvea on and on in the minds of 
men forever. Preachers die every day and are for- 
gotten. 

Although there arc thousands upon thousands of 
men engaged in the clerical profession, it is a re- 
markable fact that but few intellectual stars have 
shone across the horizon of the Christian priest- 
hood. By the term priesthood is meant all who en- 
gage in the calling of preacher and is not intended 
to point exclusively to one or two denominations. 
There is nothing remarkable or strange in such a 
result. Just as a lace factory will produce lace of 
a certain web and pattern according to the design 
that has been made for it, so the several preacher 
factories turn out their products in precisely the 
same fashion, trained and educated along one line 
only for the purpose of teaching one doctrine only. 
Baptists are not turned out of Methodist college 
and Presbyterian preachers do not graduate from 
Episcopal schools. Romish priests must be taught 
in a liuinish school and his degree of fitness for the 
job must turn upon his ability to deceive the mem- 
bers of his congregation. 

When the prospective preacher tirst enters upon 
his studies he will naturally shy at some of the 
things he is taught. He makes inquiries that be- 
traj I sceptical mind. The pruning knife is then 
applied and the twigs of thought are carefully re- 
moved and he is cautioned that he is not to doubt, 
but believe, and to encourage belief among the 
people. It may be, however, that he is short on 
common sense, lacking his full quota and rather 
dull of comprehension. In such cases as these be 
put on a stretcher and pulled out until his mind has 
been made to lit the particular orthodoxy he is ex- 
pected to preach. It is the same in all theological 
schools and when the finished product is turned 
upon the world he is ready to believe anything, 
swallow anything, that will have a tendency to 
crease the sum total of the Sunday contributi 

There can be no doubt in the minds of all sane 
persons today that many men enter the ministry of 
the Christian church with the one dominating idea 
of being able to make a good living out of it. He 
selects it as a profession just as another young man 
will decide to become a lawyer or a doctor. In some 
cases the material from which preachers are made 
are too inferior for either the legal or medical pro- 
fession and detesting labor he selects the church as 
a good, rich field to harvest. .Many men look upon 

faun which they may select "their life work. In 



•each elsewhere at a larger salary, but he shuts 
tern up tight should there be an invitation to ac- 
ipt a reduction. Taking the other side of his na- 
ire long usage, from the custom of being able to 
talk and not be talked back to, induces him to 
threaten and attempt to terrify when things do not 
happen to suit him. 

Every ordained clergyman must occupy a false 
position ,if he strives to be free in his own thought 
and remain true to the creeds and confessions of 
faith to which he has vowed his allegiance. The 
bondage of creed subscription and the false intel- 
itual attitude in which this places most of them, 
one of the greatest sins committed in the name of 
religion. Aside from this there is the tyranny of 
the pews over the conscience of the pulpit for the 
moment one preacher departs from the shibboleth 
of the orthodox faith he is placed on trial for her- 
y and then the game is up. 

Few men can be found in the ministry vrho ex- 
perience real joy at the thought that his mission 
hould be one that guides and uplifts mankind both 
ntellectually and morally. True, there is some 
uinistrations to the sick and distressed, but these 
have grown to be merely perfunctory and the heart 
is not in it. Taken altogether the ministry is a 
dismal failure and there is little hope of improve- 
ment under exitsting conditions. This is because 
they are educated on a false basis for the purpose 
of bolstering creeds and not to encourage them in 
the work of doing good. 

No wonder the gentlemen of the cloth fail to 
mpress the public mind seriously. Only the whoop 
a evangelists who strive hard to imitate a human- 
ly below them, adepts in the art of using slang, can 
draw large crowds and rake in the coin. They 
preach for cash and work only on a cash basis. 
With them religion means noise and bluster. There 
is uotiiing of the spirtual about it. The jingle of 
the dollar in the collection box is the sweetest mus- 
ic that falls upon his ears. He is an intellectual hy- 
ena whom foolish parents would set to watch over 
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The universal tendency is for men to become 
what they actutdly believe themselves to be. As a 
man thinks, so is he, we are told, and so it is that 

coae-ciifhily, or uuc<.i.oc.iou&ly, muh strives with le*a 
greater strength, according to his nature, toward 
the ideals he has set up. To reach it, to attain it, 
those ideals must be of human characteristics, for 
firm belief in God affords to man a foundation 
upon which to build. God is Nothingness personi- 
fied. xMen cannot build successfully on such a foun- 
dation. Only by religious faith has the civilization 
of the world been imperilled. As progress be- 
>mes more general, Freethought advances with 
ore rapid strides. True, Freethought may not be 
direct cause of human progress, but it is a neces- 
ry e« 



THE CZAR DN THE WHITE HOUSE. 

Theodore Roosevelt, the hero of San Juan Hill, 
chief executive of the American republic, seems to 
be forgetful of the fact that in theory the power of 
government is vested in the people and that in his 
official practice, he is rapidly drifting towards an 
autocracy more potent and powerful than that now 
existing in the Muscovite empire. 

The three most important matters now pending 
before Congress are all in sorry shape at the mo- 
ment. He has practically declared that Congress 
must enact no legislation but his kind of legislation 
and Congress has very naturally resented the in- 
trusion. He has practically asserted that lue styie 
of canal to be built at the Isthmus must be his styie 
of canal and no other. He has informed Congress 
that the railroad rate bill must be as he wants it, 
or none at all, and he still further insists that the 
inspection of the meat paolteries in the country 
must be done his way. In the alternative he threa- 
tens to call Congress in special session to have 
that body of lawmakers specially consider tnese 
items with the intimmation that they must ue uone 
in accordance with his way. 

It now turns out that Roosevelt is it 
fix for he has brought on a muddle fn 
seems unable to extricate himself. It 
his ambitious efforts to control and due 
tation of the republic. He may be right in the ab- 
stract, but he is wrong in principle. LUs disposi- 
tion to interfere with the orderly passage of bills 
is undisguised. He makes no bones about it. He is 
attempting the government oi the lash. Within 
the past week he has raised the lash over the repre- 
sentatives of the people, threatens to veto the sun- 
dry-civil, and the appropriations bills, provided 
Congress does uu^ give him the legislation he is 
demandng. Ihe situation in Washington is with- 
out precedent or a parallel in America. There is 
an undercurrent oi unrestrained ieeling that is lia- 
ble to break loose and result in open hostilities be- 
tween the executive and legislative branches of the 
ivernment, which will cause a political scandal of 
i mean proportions. 
Can it be that liooseveit has forgotten the duties, 
functional though they be of his office. Are not the 
people's duly elected lawmakers to be trusted to 
perform their duties, but must be lashed into line 
oy executive threats I Must all other issues and 
questions be sacrificed to the preferences and pre- 
judices of >i president,? Cannot the combined wis- 
dom of the members of Congress, be that great or 
small, equal the personal ambitions of a chief exe- 
cutive! 

Roosevelt is certainly building on loose sand and 
his structure is likely to be washed away. He is 
riding hard for a fall which, when it comes, will 
be serious indeed. He is simply ignorng that m- 
puls ■ in animal and human nature, which moves 
the horse to refuse to drink, though thirsty, even 
after you have led him to the water. 

SURGERY AND CRIME. 

Under the startling headline "Child like an ani- 
mal," the Associated Press has sent all over the 
country, to be read by thousands, nay hundreds 
of thousands, the utterances of Dr. G. Frank Lyd- 
ston, of the Chicago College of Physicians and Sur- 
upon the elimination of criminal propensity 



Why should men need or desire a life beyond the 
rave ( During one-third of his entire existence ' 
i unconscious, and death, even with annihilaton, is 
ut an ever dreamless sleep. What does it matter 
I -bother we sleep for an hour or for eternity, both 

re the same in reality, yet man desires the one and I and growth. While he is said to have "startled' 
:ads the other. Suppose there is a life' eternal his hearers, his suggestion contains nothing new foi 
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.-very preacher's life, however, there is much of 
the hypocrite, much of the tyrant. Along the lines 
Of the Brat Suggestion be has to cultivate a sancti- 
Hed whine, altogether unnatural, and he has about 
him | look of dependency, of inipecunity, which 
stamps him as S chronic beggar a solicitor of alms. 
His ears are continually opeuing for a call to 



■ 



beyond the grave, is it not something fearful to 
contemplate. Think of it ! Life eternal means with- 
out end. No rest, no sleep. What a fearful mono- 
tony ! The very thought is more to be dreaded than 
the dreamless sleep of the silent dust. In the latter 
there is quiet and rest for the tired traveler. In the 
former there is nothing but eternal bustle and con- 
fusion. If man must live again then what has be- 
come of the dead leaves of last Autumns' scatter- 
ing? 

• • • • • 

For centuries men have wasted their energies in 
the propagation of a religious system which must 
inevitably pass away as did those of Isis and Osir- 
is, of Mauu, ami Zoroaster. In the strands of Time 
there will be nothing left but the shattered altars 
and broken fanes of a hypocritical orthodoxy on 
the all-absorbing bosom of mother earth. Why 
should it be otherwise / Religions, like men, were 
born to die. Philosophy fails to distinguish the 
ashes of the prince and the pauper's dust, and Res 
sou, the mighty monarch of the mind, must class 
all religious systems as essentially one and the 
same. Then why waste our little lives in wild wars 
and civic strife / Why it is that men will find time 
hate / Why not all cling together and drop the 

urd, selfishness, from the lexicon? 

Just as the theological professors should take 
cognizance of what is said to have happened to 
Jesus before he questioned the supernal wisdom of 
the money-changers in Jerusalem, so should our 
political bosses take notice of what is happening to 
William J. Bryan for having dared to beard the 
money lords of America in their infamous dens. 
Derided as an anarchist, denounced for so-called 
demagogy, a target for a perfect crusade of politi- 
cal calumny, he now bids fair to become the most 
popular of all the political leaders in the country. 
It is high time, however, that the American prole- 
tariat shake oil' their lethargy and refuse to ac- 
cept the gifts which the political gods have pro- 
vided for them. 



the method he has to offer has been discussed until 
it is almost threadbare. 

Without making any further comment at this 
time, we reproduce that portion of the dispatch 
which is most interesting for the benefit of the 
Blade readers, it is as follows: 

" " Any one almost, if he or she is not a raving lun- 
atic, can get a marriage license. That is the first 
cause. A child of parents who have nothing to give 
it but sickness or, worse, some disease, some men- 
tal taint or physical deformity which warps the 
mind, cannot compete in the world, lie can not un- 
take it. Suppose his parents die. There is that 
child left alone to make his way. He must live. 
Honestly if he can, if he can undertake what it 
means, but he must live. Society does not do any- 
thing for him until he steals, and then it locks him 
up, and if there is anything lacking iu his criminal 
educaton the penal institution perfects it. We have 
had capital^punishment for years, but still crime is 
slowly on the increase and so is insanity. If a man 
is a hopeless criminal degenerate, don't punish him 
in hate; make him the subject of 'logical elimina- 
tion.' It is better for him and vastly more so for 
the community." 

What the learned doctor has to say auent the 
increase of crime is unfortunately true and by de- 
priving habitual criminals of the power to propa- 
gate there might, probably, be fewer criminals in 
the course of time. But the Blade seriously doubts 
if such a policy would prove efficacious for criminal 
traits do not altogether come from hereditary in- 
fluences, or righteous conduct, too, for that matter, 
and crime would still be with us. Crime may 
be readily acquired by imitation. As a matter of 
fact we live by imitation. All knowledge comes 
from imitation. Men of higher ideals are contin- 
ually pushing forward in an effort to establish 
ideals for others to follow. Crime is as much ac- 
quired as it is inherited, and, doubtless, a great 
deal more, hence the only capable solution of this 




INDIVIDUALISM 



Anonymous Writer in New York Sun 
Asserts That Socialism Would De- 
stroy Individual Effort From 
Which Progress has Come. 

The following article appeared in 
the New York Sun, and is reproduced 
for the benefit of readers who do not 
agree with the views therein express- 
ed: 

In considering tie literature of the 
Socialist propaganda, and indeed the 
great bulk of the matter having to do 
s of capital and labor 



aire who has not earned his money After his arrest, however, Mr. Abel ■ Freethnupht. No man can supply the 1 
ti> the pauper who has none, unassist- appeared to be glad and wanted to go \ whole output of a paper like thej i 
6d produce nothing beyond a meager at once to begin his sentence In the Blade, that issues 52 editions In a i 
living. Be>ond this they are purely | penitentiary. When Judge Smith an- j year. It will take many and makes I ; 



consumers. 

There Is, of course, a fly in the oint 
mcnt when we look at the practical 
results of our system. The wealth 
or panlcular persons is sometimes in 
excess of the value of their contribu- 
tion to the general good. Fortunes are 
sometimes the result of destructive 
rather than constructive energy; but 
even this carries its own cure with it, 
for the financial radical who breaks 
down ami destroys must in the end 
build up again or himself fall a victim 



iced his sentence Abel 
sensation by walking to State's 



um seems concrete on 
this point— that it primarily seeks to I the 



At I or 



bag them for affording him the op- 
portmtty to suffer for his crime. 

Every effort was made by the prose- 
cution to prevent publicity of the af- 
fair. Now that the facts are out, how- j ganizatton. 

ever, it Is said he will be glad of an 

opportunity to escape the penitentiary 
and will avail himself of his friends' 
aid. O. A. Taylor of Rogers Park, 
who is interesting himself in the Abel 
MM, says the preacher did not know 
what he was doing when lie married 



a good training school for the crop of 
men and women who are to relieve us 
when w e decay. The writers of to- 
day are more fortunate In having 
such a medium than wore most of us 
In our earlier years. The young wtU- 
er of today can get an early start. The 
editor calls for 
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meet the formula the wealth produc- 
ing masses," or the same thing cloth- 
ed in slightly different terms, but con- 
veying the Idea that wealth is the 
product of men corporate rather than 
of man the individual. 

Yet the world, past and present, 
affords countless examples of the to- 
tal inability of mere labor to do more 
than keep life in the body and provide 
e means 
Take the Egyptian 
fellah. Left to himself and his point- 
ed sticks, what has he done in the 
ages since Pharoah to help himself, 
or what would he ever have done with- 
out the help of a few individuals of 
alien race to teach him good adminis- 
tration and to multiply and safeguard 
the work of his hands by the produc- 
tions of the mechanical and engineer- 
ing science and skill of other Individ-, , 
ua]s? j the general benefit. 

To come a littel nearer home the 
distinction between a well to-do Amer- 
ican farmer and a fellah under the 
Khediviate — the degree of comfort 
and wealth of the former as compared 
with the poverty of the latter-can 
hardly be attributed to the difference 
in the amount of labor done, but to 
the fact that the American farmer is 



vith all 



mils; 



swing a scythe just above the general 
level so ns to lop off everything which 
projects above it. Now our present 
condition is almost entirely the pro- 
duct of individual men who (be it sor- 
did or not ), have 
the hope of gain. 

that hope, we relax the mainspring of 
action; and as it seems to be a rule 
of thinss that nothing can stand still, 
but must ever go forward or backward 
it is more than an even chance that 
should the Incentive to enterprise be 
itroyed we should soon be slipping 



back much faster than we have climb- 
ed up. 



THE LENGTH OF 
AN ANCEL.S WING 

What is the Flying Power of the Sera- 
phic Band and How Long Would 
The Angelic Suspender* Have to 
Be? 



THE BLADE'S 
LETTER BOX 



Mm. the Blade Is get- 
he time with you at 
ti I was fixed as well 
liberal friends, so I 
more than I have — 



rOSBPH HENRY. 



The Article is Published. 

Madison, Ga. — I send your i 
n examination of some Colui 
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dish I 



(By HARRIET M. CLOSZ.) 
The above is the heading of an arti- 
cle in a Chicago Sunday paper that 
might have been written by .lohn F. 
Clark of Baltimore, Md., so irrever- 
ently, even humorously is treated the 
that the j sacred 

sum of these individual productions Tn * purports to the results 

In time becomes the heritage of the K^f**^. by 1>rofessor 
race, and as such should be used for 



Nothing could be 
just: but this Is just what has 
happened am! is happening. Every 
laborer who today works ten hours 
where his grandfather worked four- 
teen, who regards as bare necessaries 
what his grandfather considered lux- 
uries, Is enjoying his share of the 
general heritage — a heritage that in 
the nature of things, must go on In- 

heir to and has at his disposal the cr3as InR an, » ,° Ut a , Stead /" 

sum of the efforts of a number of .ft- f™lut,onary amelioration of condi- 
erior individuals who have been un " ons - 1,nloss the beneficent P'oceM is 
cneckvd ..y the hands of blind fana- 
tics striking at the system In w 
it has its root. 



weariedly at work since the first of 
our SKin-clothed ancestors chipped out 
a flint ax head a little better than that 
of his neighbor. The fact that the 

American farmer is better off than j CHICAGO PARSON 

the fellah is not due to the efforts] PLEEADS GUILTY. 

of masses, but because a whole series j 

of inventors and administrators have To The Crime of Bigamy and Gets a 
totally altered his environmemnt and Penitentiary Sentence. 

i to his development — — . 

5 alone and never help- J (From Chicago Tribune). 



ugh often hampered by the so 
"wealth producing massy." 



ed, in. 
called 

In greater or less degree the^same 
principle applies to all races and has 
always applied. Wherever you find 
the highest standard of living, the 
most universal prosperity, there, other 
things being equal, you will find the 

widest measure of individual activity, j Friends of the minister in Rogers 
Masses which do not produce these | Park, where he formerly had charge 
exceptional individuals or, potentially of tne Methodist Episcopal church, 



Is the Rev. Clartenca Abel, wiho 
confessed in Judge Ben M. Smith's 
court yesterday to the charge of big- 
amy and was sentenced to Jollet, the 
victim of his own mental derange- 
ment or is he one against whom the 
full penalty for his act should 



them, live in kraals and mud huts MiM Asentath B. Austin, 233C Michi- 
which all the wealth produced by DM I gag avenue, Mr. Abel was not mental 
"wealth producing masses" will never \\y responsible. In this transaction he 
be able to lift them out of. The Rub- assumed the name of Clair Clayton, 
sian peasant, the famine-stricken na- 1 go firm are his friends in their belief 
tlve of India, the naked savage of the 1 that they have prevailed upon Judge 
Congo— these are masses and what- smith to reopen the case, and the re- 



bridge of Columbia University 
Hying power of an Angel and the wing 
area necessary to sustain such a body 
calculated from the known wing 
spread of the buzzard. 

Shades of the sanctified Saints! 
Here are we climbing the summit 
of sacrilege and comparing the pin- 
ions of the pious departed with the air 
beaters of a bird of prey, the buzzard. 
There be men who have been treason- 
able enough to this great and glorious 
government to suggest that the 
screaming Eagle as an American Em- 
blem be displaced by a buzzard, but 
disloyalty to country can be more easi- 
ly condoned than the comparison of 
Carrion Carnality with the celestial 
aspects of supernatural symphonista. 

Prof. Trowbridge bids falV to re- 
trials and incidentally furnishes Chris- 
tianity with a pretext for the common 
claim that all progress was born with 
the babe of Bethlehem and has kept, 
constant company with the cross of 
Christ ever 
created with 

of air ships might be developed? 
It appears that the Professor 



home to the mind. An article on God 
in Open Court I can't understand a 
word of It; that is the reason Paine is 
so popular, every body can under- 
stand him. IT you publish it send me 
thirty copies. — A. A. BELL. 

We Need All You Send. 

Birmingham, Alabama, — The book 
received, thanks. William Reckling 
would like to have his. Enclose thirty- 
cents for the Moore Memorial, will get 
the rest of 'em to buy some. The 
Blade is better than ever although I 
will always miss Charley Moore's 
writing. Am going to try to send you 
a few more subscribers soon. — L. 
SHOENFIELD. 

Well Done, Anyhow. 
Ottawa, Kansas— Enclosed find 60 
cents, give me credit for six months. 
Money is pretty scarce with me at 
present. I am 89 years old and I can 
not do much to make any thing now. 
If I am alive when this six months Is 
up, I might send you more. — J. JEF- 
FERIES. 

May Be a Figure of Speech. 

New York.— Sir, enclosed find P. O. 
for $1.00, for which mark me up to 
May 1907. Please send Rome Book, 
and change address to Hospital and 
Schools in place of Asylum and 



FREETHOUGHT 

ORGANIZATION 



One Plan Suggested by Which Free- 
thinkers can Organize on a Na- 



The Blade having Invited the read- 
ers lo Join In a symposium as a means 
of obtaining their views upon the 
question of organizing, it takes pleas- 
ure In reproducing the following from 
the lngersoll Memorial Beacon. The 
article bears directly upon the issue 
under consideration and may offer 
suggest. ons to those who intend tak- 
ing part in the symposium. The let- 
ters from our readers will be publish- 
ed in the Issue of Sunday, July 8th. 
The article reads as follows: 

We are pleased to notice a growing 
demand among Freethinkers for a 
comprehensive national organization. 
Let the feeling spread, for there is no 
doubt but that such an organization 
would be a power for good. There is 
no danger of any cramping creed 
being adopted, for the declaration of 
principles will be scientific in its char- 
acter, and science acknowledges no 
authority other than knowledge pri- 
marily on valid sense perceptions. 

Such an organization, must, of 

to do this it must have a philosophy 
which definitely defines what truth 'is 
—how va'.ld knowledge is acquired. 
This is indla;pensible, |necesBalrlly 
ilisp. nsible; and in this fact is seen 
the very great Importance of sume 
such scientific theses as those laid 
down by Ernst Haeckel, as a platform 
on which to stand. 

Notice how self-evident this is: Ra- 
tionalists all deny supernatural revel- 
ation; they rest their case on natur- 
al knowledge. But how is natural 



unless it is sound at its roots, and Its 
advocates united on some clearly stat- 
ed basic truths. 

lngersoll called Haeckel "the great- 
est, living biologist." He is universal- 
ly r MOgl lM l as an able scientist. He 
has, after a lifetime of hard study, 
formulated a declaration of principles 
to be used as a .oundation for such 
an organization as is contemplated by 
the Free thinkers of this country, and 
why not take them as a whole, for our 
tentative platform with the expressed 
understanding that they will be care- 
fully studied and cautiously amend- 
ed If found to bo desirable? 

We suggest the holding of a meet- 



; in i 



i tall 



i for 



tion, and that it be' composed of the 
editors (or their proxies) of Free- 
thought Journals, ex-editors of such 
publications, and delegates from all 
societies and organizations of persons 
(to quote from Haeckel's last thesis), 
Who, as to the form of their think- 
ing and acting, accept nothing but 
pure reason, not the creed of tradi- 
tional dogmas and pretended revela- 



SUMMER TIME TABLE 



Lexington & Eastern Railway Corn- 



East Bound 

Leave p m . 

No. 2 

Lexington, Ky 2:25 

Winchester, Ky 3; 10 

L. & E. Junction, Ky. .. 3:26 

Clay City, Ky 4:00 

Stanton, Ky 4:10 

Canipton Junction, Ky.. 4:40 

Natural Bridge, Ky 4:45 

4:67 



ville Jui 



Athol, Ky. 
O. & K. Jui 
Jackson, Ky . 



Ky.. 



. 6:46 
. 6:06 
. 6:10 



Am. 
No. 4 
7:46 
8:25 
8:37 
9:13 
9:23 
9:06 
9:64 
10:08 
10:29 
10:69 
11:2C 
11:30 



Train No. 2, dally except Sunday. 
Train No. 4, daily. 



edge, all I Jackson, Ky. 



i K. Jui 



-ed the 



; this 1 



enjoy yoi 



editorials im 



mensely. I would like to know through 
the Blade, what Mrs. Henry and Dr. 
Wilson mean by the word "Soul," 
which they both use so often? Wish- 
ing better times for the Blade I re- 
main.— JAMES KENNEDY. 

Must Trust to Honesty. 

Tampa, Florida.— I 



ever they have or will ever get will 
be conferred on them by individuals. 

Now, it is very doubtful If any of 
what we are pleased to call the ad- 
vanced races (ourselves, for example) 
are essentially different from these, 
save in the capacity of continually 



1 hearing has been set by him for Thurs. 
day morning. 

Sentence Creates Sensation 

Thj news that Mr. Abel had been 
I Charged with bigamy, pleaded guilty, 
and been sentenced to the penitentiary 
iiisetl consternation in at least two 
throwing off from the general mass congregations of the Methodist church 
superior men, who continually raise j n Chicago where he had been pastor, 
the average of the race, the race It- His last church was the Trinity- 
self acquiring a special capacity and church, on the south side and he left 
utilizing its productions, and thus con this two years ago because of 111 
tluually evolving a higher and higher health. Specialists told him he was 
type. For the past century the maul loalng his mind and he was constant 
testations of this particular Individ ] y troubled with the hallucination that 
ualistic capacity, leaving the abstract , sora0 one was trying to injure him 



though he reserve* exact figures, 
the wing-area of five and three-tentlk 
square feet supports a buzzard weigh- 
ing five pounds, to support an angel 
(male of course) weighing 160 pounds 
would require a wing area of approxl 
mately 1C0 square feet 

For a long time scientists have 
sought to classify the constituents of 
space. The work seems to have been 

:omplished for if the average wing 
length of a full grown angel is 18 feet 
on each side what room can be left 
for anything else? Perhaps the next 
innovation may make it plain that the 
recent unprecedented precepitation of 
our winters Is due to a readjustment 
of the celestial moulting season. 

One by one the "Big Bible Stories" 
are passing and we are indebted to the 
men of common sense, who are con- 
signing them to everlasting seclusion, 
and who are preparing the ground 
and planting and propogating ideas 
that will be a help Instead of a hln- 



late very much, and regret to learn 
that you are short of funds. 
But I don't see any chance of a 



tlve, how are we to distinguish fancy 
from fact, truth from hallucination? 
This is a question which science, 
alone, can answer, and it is a question 
vital to the whole cause of National- 
ism, which is another name for Ra- 
tionalism, as we use the word. This 
we saw years ago, and It is one of the 
points urged In our book, "No Begin- 
to say that j ning," which was written with the 
Blade of I view of furnishing a solid, philosophl- 



, Ky. 



No. 1 
. .. 6:26 
... 6:29 



speculation of the eighteenth century 
and directing itself to practical ends, 
has been the basis of a highly devel- 
oped material civilization. In one man 
we find it expressed in a special ca- 
pacity for invention, in another it is 
superior administrative 
another in the exact and 
; deductions of science. The friends living In 
sum total is our existing civilization— From time to 

the product of the unit, not of the sent him money, but finally they lost 
many. If the American farmer has trace of hii 



AltlMMgM he drew a salary of l 
ly $5,000 a year ,it became necessary 
for him to give up his pastorate, for it 
was found he was poor. He gave up 
all of his salary, save his bare living 
expenses, to the poor. Wealthy men 
in the congregation however, mad 

purse, and Mr. Abel went to visit 



more than tne fellah, it is not alone 
because he works harder or gets more 
from the general mass of the people, 
but because McCormack and such as 
I Vander- 



transportatlon, and because a thous- 
and individuals working alone (never 



i lot 



problem of his trade from the virgin 
soil to the gullet of the consumer — 
that is, the masses, who are collective- 
ly especially benefited by the wealth 
produced by Individuals. 

I speak only of farmers. Of course! 
the same rule applies to every one' 
I or greater force 



them knew of his whereabouts was 
when the afternoon papers yesterday 
announced 14s sentence to the p 
tentlary. 

Confession Made by Mr. Abel. 
According to the confession made 
by Mr. Abel, he married Miss I 
In Jollet on September 30th last, 
first wife who was Miss Kate Stone of 
Racine, Wis., and to whom he was 
married on February 27, 1894, 
said to be in a sanitarium, where she 
is suffering with nervous prostration, 
brought on by her husband's act. 

The charge against Mr. Abel 
made by Mrs. Belle Austin, moth 



r and vigor In the Blade that 
> It in former years. The new 
tolerant and discrim 
His editorials are expressed with force 
•e bright. At one period 
's editorial career The Blade 
, sclentllated with wit and spark 

operatives, to clerks, to merchants , at the Lexington hotel, where it Is said led with humc,-, but toward the last, 



WIELDED BY A NEW YEOMAN, 

Comparative Analysis of the Late and 
Present Editor of the Blade. 

(By JOHN F. CLARKE). 
The late editor of the Blue G 
Blade, C. C. Moore, was a mai 
startling genious and had a strong 
grasp upon subjects. His personality 
was reflected in every line of The 
Blade. He had Arm convictions for 
which he was, and still Is, respected. 
He was no sycophant. He did not live 
long enough to learn to bear with non- 



let the fifty cent club rates stand and 
then neglect to make delinquents pay- 
up. Why don't you force those that 
are owing you that $2,000.00 to pay 
you and get out of debt? Of course 
you would loose a few subscribers, but 
it would be those who will not pay 
any way, and It would be treating 
your paying subscrioers with more 
fairness. Fifty cents a year catches 
all the dead beats, and they take the 
paper another year and pay nothing. 
So they get the paper for 25 cents per 
year, and cause you to sometimes 
issue a half paper. Under that 
rangement with you refusing to force 
them to pay what they do owe; re- 
sults in giving the dead beats the-pa- 
per at one-fourth price, while part of 
the time v 0 u can only furnish a half 
paper to those who pay the full dollar. 
Can't you see the injustice in your 
arrangement? — ANDREW COOK. 

Blade Does Him Good. 

Sulphur Springs, Texas. — I see 
tice In the Blue Grass Blade that the 



not receiving one to notify you. Well, 
mine has not come. I sent the d( 
before Dr. Wilson made the trip, and 
sent the fifteen cents with my renewal 
about last of March. 1 am anxious to 
get it. The Blade gets better all the 
■•TM did ..eiieve In orthodox 
inspiration but it looks like all the 
contributors and the editor must 
inspired or Just got to turning their 
brain or think box loose iot perhaps 
feel more free. My health Is better 
his sedate notions of the "eternal fit- and I yet may live to shed abroad my 
ness of things." love for humanity. Every time I read 

Many persons took the Blade Just a Blade through, I feel like I had 
because they liked to uphold such a a little better religion or by some 
character and those persons are means I feel that we are progressing 
it a new editor has the and it helps to make me happy and 
power to charm them In a different J that was the way our C. C. Moore 
certainly new life | wanted to die by or live by was more 
more happinnesa for his self and 



cal footing for the faiths of scienti- 
fic thinkers. 

But what Is the source of valid 
knowledge, in contrast with the va- 
garies of supernaturallsts? Here Is 
Haeckel's answer, and it properly 
stands at the head of his thirty 
theses: 

"1. Monistic philosophy. The ra- 
tional monistic conception of the 
world (the universe, is firmly based 
on scientific knowledge gained by the 
human intellect through critical ex- 
perience (a posteriori). 

"2. Experience (Empiricism). True 
science arrives at these empirical per- 
ceptions, that is, perceptions resulting 

sual (sense) observation of the 
ternal world (universe); on the other 
hand, through conscious reflection of 
our spiritual internal world (meaning 
by this what might be called the do- 
main of thought, or intellectual realm 
—the immatefial propiftles of the 
active brain.) The organs of the first 
method are the instruments of the 
senses and the sensual foci of the 
cortex of the cerebrum; between 
these, in constant reciprocal relation, 
the thinking foci are located, the prop- 
er organs of the reasoning power 



No. 3 
2:25 
2:30 
2:63 
3:20 



Athol, Ky. . 

Beattyville June, Ky... 7:26 

Torrent, Ky 7:47 

Natural Br.dge, Ky 8:01 

Canipton June, Ky 8:03 

Stanton, Ky 8:28 

Clay City, Ky 8:87 

L. & E. Junction, Ky ... 9:10 

Winchester, Ky 9:23 

Lexington, Ky 10:10 6:06 

Train No. 1, daily except Sunday. 

Train No. 3, Daily. 

Beattyville Junction.— Trains Nos. 
3 and 4 with the L. & A. for local 
stations on the L. & A. Railway. 

O. & K. Junction.— Trains Nos. 3 
and 4 with the O. & K. for local sta- 
tions on the O. & K. Railway. 

L. & E. Junction. — Trains Nos. 1 
and 3 for Mt. Sterling and intermedi- 
ate points. 

Campton Junction.— All trains con- 
nect with the Mountain Central Ry. 
for Pine Ridge and Canipton. 



i)." 

This all means that thoughts arises 
from the brain, and does not exist out- 
side of it — that it is a property of the 
protoplasmic organism and that 
knowledge can only be held to be 
valid for the reality of its objects 
when founded on valid 



NOTE REDUC TIONS. 

Hampden: 18 alze, "Special R.- 
Way," 23 Jls., $26.00; "New R.-Way," 
23 Jls., »24; Deuber Watch Co., 21 Jls., 



Hons and built up according to the verlne 
laws of natural logic. In other words, 
that it is as natural to know as It is 
to feel, and that the only test of true 
knowledge is its conformity to facts of 



J JIB., $14. 
Elgin: "Veritas," 23 Jls., $29; 
•Father Time," 21 Jls $22.60; "B. W. 
Raymond," 19 Jls., $20; "B. W. Ray- 
mond," 17 Jls., $18.60. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29; 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls.. $22.60; "Ap- 
pleton, Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
jls., $18.60; same, not "Premier." $16. 

The above guaranteed to pass R.- 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. 8. Bart- 
lett," or Elgin "Wheeler." 17 Jls.. ad- 
justed, nickel, $9; aame, gilt, $7; same 
Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad- 
Justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 15 Jls.. $6; Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchable hair spring 
7 Jls., $6; Hampden 7 Jls., gilt $4.60; 
"Standard" or "Century." 7 Jls., $3. . 

Al the above in 2. 3 or i -ounce slv 
verlne case, prepaid. In silver, or gold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years, $3, or in hunting case, $6 
more. In 25 year screw case, $6, or in 
ting case $8.50 



We write this to press the thought 
the Freethinkers of this country 
at a mere declaration of policy con- 



and to professional minen — entering 
into ev*ry branch of labor and Indus 
try and extending to every nook and 
corner of life from the cradle to the 
grave. To sum up; surplus wealth la 
not produced by the masses, but by 
the few. The many, from the mllllon- 



he had arranged a meeting with Mrs. 
Austin and was to agree to leave Chi 
cago and return to the use of his own 
name, while Mrs. Abel No. 2. or Mrs. 
Clayton, as si 
to put on mom 



ture as frivolity .and 
verged upon morousness. Mr Moore'i 
forte was his quaint and hit 
comment Interpersed with da 
land logic. Every 



ay.- 



le rest of the roi 
M. CALVERT. 



We Are All Right. 

I^ead ville, Colorado. — My subscrip- 
tion ran out on the first of last month 
and I Just happened to get a hold of 
a one dollar MIL I thought of you, 
so I will put it in an envelop and send 
It to you, to save you the trouble to 
get it cashed In the post office. Just 
in your pocket and set my tab 



flee, in this age, as a foundation for 
effective national organization. We 
ird the 

nly attack 

heir so-called philosophical funda- 
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' case, $6, or in 
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gol« case, $10 



to $50 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCH E8. 



Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, latest 
style, artistic hand-chased, 7 JU., $9; 
16 Jls.. $11; 1G jls., adj., $15; small (< , 
size 7 jls., $11.50; 15 Jls., $16; 16 Jls., 
adj., $18. "Riverside," extra line,. $24. 
In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14-k solid 
gold case. $10 to $60 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all in plush box, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not list- 
ed, Jewelry, Rings, Silver and Plated 
Id lions of philosophy Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 
I 'Theism In the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
La Grange. Cook Co., 111. 



mentals, but we must boldly stand on 
some bed-rock of scientific truth our- 
selves. 

Theology has for centuries, rested 
on a false philosophy. Rationalism 
muHt now begin to build on a true one, 
based on the discovered facts of bio- 
logy and other branches of natural 



; build 



j character that passes away is a loss to j ahead, one year from the first of May. | way. It cannot 
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THE CHRISTIAN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 



The Church. Children Held Un- 
der Full and Complete 8urveil- 

(From Humanitarian Review) 
(By J. T. Patch.) 
The Christian Sunday School is the 
MUWIJ of the Christian Church; tht> 
training received therein makes easy 
recruits for the churches. 

The children of the Sunday schools 
are under the most rigid surveillance 
of the cuurch; the literature, consist- 



t the 



story papers is all written and special- 
ly prepared as a department of church 
work; the trend of thought is outlin- 
ed for the entire lesson, which is In 
keeping with the dogmatic philosophy 
of Christianity. The idea and worship 
of a god. I consider to he the most 
prdominent feature of all the Sunday 
school teaching. Everything like 
thought or study is eliminated. By 
this method the children become fam- 
iliar with church phraseology; and re- 
ligious terms which are barbarous in 



President Garfield said: "The di- 
vorce between church and state ought 
to be absolute. If you exempt prop- 
erty of any church organization you 
Impose a tax on the whole community. 
With so much poverty and want In the 
community our magnificent church 
edifices, niassivo buildings for alleged 
charitable "purposes on our most val- 
uable sites, are a burlesque on both 
religion and charity. Tax churches 
and modest buildings will he erected 
where they are most needed, Instead 
of building one great structure in a 
fashionable quarter. Exemption from 
taxation Is virtually statte support, 
and that Is contrary to our constitu- 
tion." 



TORREY AND 

ALEXANDER 



Evangelists and every other breed of 
parasites and grafters; but, for my 
choice, I very much prefer to g 
Hell and spend dternlty with the 
damned and the outcasts, the sinners 



the 



ami 



Harlots, and all other despised ones, 
such as Jesus used to associate with. 



stances would be revolting, in th« 
church and the Sunday school are ac- 
cepted with devotion and even satis- 
faction. 

Recently I had occasion to visit a 
church Sunday school which had for 
its lesson the story of Daniel In the 
lion's den. (Dan. vi: 10-23.) The lesson 
was carefully gone over and explained 
that when Daniel was put in with the 
lions. God closed their mouths and 
Daniel came out unharmed, while 
Daniel's accusers, with their wives 
and children, were destroyed. The 
children were taught that this story- 
was actual history; that God was wise 
and just in protecting Daniel and al- 
lowing Innocent women and children 
to be devoured by the lions! It was 
all looked upon as perfectly truthful 



familiarizes the children with the un- 
reasonable and impossible in the 
Christian religion, and they become 
easy material for church membership. 
Propositions which ordinarily have no 
consideration or influence become 
very important and ever sacred when 
considered as religion. 

The Christian Sunday schcool is so 
thoroughly organized that to introduce 
any other literature into the school is 
impossible. Liberals ought to learn 
methods from the churches, and or- 
ganize societies and have their schools 
for children, and lectures, etc., for 
grown up people. 



CHURCH PROPERTY 

SHOULD BE TAXED. 

Reasons Therefor Given by a Minister 
Of the Gospel.. Uses Freethought 
Arguments to Support Demand. 

Among numerous reasons given by 
Rev. M. C. Peters, pastor of the 
Bloomingdale Reformed Church, New 
York, why all church property should 
be taxed, he urged that it must either 
be taxed or confiscation would follow. 
He went on to show that in part: The 
census of 1890 has reported the alleg- 
ed value of the church edifice, the 
lots on which they stand, and their 
furnishings as »G8u,687,10C. This does 
not include the value or parsonages, 
colleges, orphanages, land, etc., of 
which the various churches hold prob- 
ably »700,000,000 more. General Grant 
In his famous message to Congress in 
1875, was probably not far from right 
when he said: "In 1900, without a 
check, it is safe to say this property 
u a sum exceeding I3,uu0,uoi>. 

000." 

The census of 1890 shows that the 
Catholic estimate of the value of their 
church edifice alone is $118,342,366. 
This does not include schools, con- 
vents, real estate, or mercantile prop- 
erty, so called church property. 

A very careful student of the Catho 
lie church in this country says she has 
now $25o,o<»o.ooo worth of property. 
Without taxation confiscation will be 

Ing by the fact that corporated reli- 
gious wealth became at one time so 
great In England and In France, Italy, 
Spain, and South Germany that it 
crippled their resources, paralyzed In 
dustrles, and produced ambitions 
which were only alleviated by whole- 
sale confiscation. 

Mexico and many of the South 
American republics had to seize the 
property of the church. Four-fifths of 
the Protestant clergy and the Protest- 
ant people are In favor of the taxation 
of all church property, and the other 
fifth will be as soon as It gets In- 
formation on the matter. 

Benjamin Franklin said :"When a 
religion is good, It will support itself, 
and when it cannot support itself 
and God does not care to support It, 



(By FRANK T. ALLEN). 
The following letter was twice sent 
o and rejected by the editor of the 

Editor North American:— To me it 
appears evident that to Dr. Torrey the 
eternal torture of the unredeemed hi 
an essential part of the Plan of the 
Creator, otherwise he could not be- 
lieve that the God he worships is aut- 
ually Almighty! The Devil may be the 
Chief Engineer of the place of tor 
ture but, unless God is less than 
Almighty, Hell and Its legions of 
friends must come within the pi 
of God's Plan. 
If it be admitted that there is another 
power which Is opposed to God and his 
plans— and If this opposing power is 
so very potent that it has enlisted 
even some of the very angels of heav- 
en in its diabolical work of thwarting 
God's plans and destroying the souls 
of his creatures, then It stands to 
reason that no matter how good, kind, 
merciful and just God may be — He is 
not All-Powerful! 

We may sincerely wish that he were 
Allmighty, and we may be thoroughly 
convinced that he ought to be! And 
we may rightly enlist under his ban- 
ner and do all that we can do to help 
him gain a victory over the e 
men's souls— but, until that victory 
has been attained and hell and all 
Its coherts are conquered and the 
possibility of the eternal torture of 
any creature Is forever abolished, un- 
til such a victory is attained, we can- 
not honestly say that God is either 
Omnipotent, Omniscient or Omnipres- 
ent. 

Does Dr. Torrey and other orthodox 
preachers represent their God as be- 
ing a just, kind, merciful and lovable 
God, whose kingdom is threatened by 
a monster friend who is constantly 
gaining possessions of the souls of 
weak and foolish mortals to eternally 
torture and torment them? Does Dr. 
Torrey urge men to hasten to stand- 
ard of such a good God and thus help 
to overthrow the enemy of their souls? 
Most Assuredly He Does Not. 

If I were assured that this horrible] 
state of eternal torment and suffering! 
(that Dr. Torrey takes such a ghoul- 



ANOTHER RAP AT 
THE SINCLE TAX 



One Who Has Abandoned the Doc- 
trine Takes a Fall Out of Dr. 
Barnes, Because of His Recent 
Article in the Blade. 



(By GEO. It JACKSON) 
Dr. J. C. Barnes in your issue of the 
10th declares that Henry George was 
the discoverer of the Earth for all." 
— or the appropriation of the Earth 
faud by the single tax. Mr. George 
was a great man, and I was 
ginal taxer. His writings have done 
h to awaken the people to the out- 
rage of privato ownership of land — 
and I would not rob him of a single 
el. But Thomas Paine, and not 



bag about it." I replied, "Your grand- 
children win be wage slaves. On your 
place, you have a man working for 
you, at twenty dollar per month, and 
that means twenty tax days." He told 
me he not about fifteen dollars per 
month, He has a wife and three chil- 
dren and he must clothe and feed 
them out of this amount. 

Think of a man feeding and cloth- 
ing five for fifteen dollars per month. 

Think of this, you who aro reasons 
bly well off, and see If you can make 
anv provision for your children, under | 
capitalism? It is either Socialism or 
slavery, which one you for? There Is 
no escape from one or the other. 



PARKER SERCOMBE TO 

JAR SOCIETY. 

Editor of Tomorrow's Magazine to 



I hon- 



or of discovering the remedy, and only 
remedy for the perturbation of socie- 
ty, I. e., if the single tax is the remedy 
Thomas Paine, in hia "Agranon Jus- 
tice,' (and I want you to publish It) 
laid down the principles of appropriat- 
ing the full value of the land, by taxa- 
tion for the benefit of all the people, 
in almost the precise language used by 
Mr. George. Like the Dr. at one time 
I thought single tax was the panacer 
for all our ills. I had a good deal of 
correspondence with Mr. George, and 
he published and extract from one of 
my letters In Social Problems, which 
will be found on page 21G. Before I 
was a single taxer, I was a Green- 
backer, and voted in 1876 for Peter 
Cooper. Was for twelve years secre- 
tary of the mid-road Greenback Popu- 
list State Committee of Missouri. 
Twice I lead the forlorn hope, as my 
Party's candidate for Congress. Twice 
its candidate for a state office. I 
spent my time and money, believing 
that if we only had more "exchange 
media," to use the expression of Mr. 
Lutterman, that all woulld be happy. 

I used to use Just such arguments 
as Dr. Barnes and Mr. Lutterman are 



Promises to Shake Many of Chlca- 
go's Domestic Pillars.' 

Borne time ago Parker H. Sercombe, 
itor of Tomorrow .Magazine, created 
newhat of a sensation by declaring 
the! some of the fashionable restaur- 
jants in Chicago were breeders of im- 
morality and Free Love, arising from 
the practice of business men who take 
their stenographers and other women, 
not their wives, to lunch at such 
places, where wln*s of many vintages 

Now it appears, from an article pub- 
lished in the Chicago Daily Chroni- 
cle, that Sercombe is, or was, to lec- 
ture on the subject as the following 
will show:— 

The true history of free love In Chi- 
cago, when, where and by whom it Is 
practiced, and who are the real dupes 
of the present system of hypocrisy 
and evasion will be given by Ser- 
combe himself, for the edification of 
the benighted next Sunday night at 
the Spencer-Wliatman gathering at 
Corinthian Hall, it will be an unex- 
purgated version, the naked truth 
about a plain matter, but it will be set 
forth without embellishments of lan- 



couples living together out of wed- 
lock and that there are at least 20.0UU 
women now employed In downtown 
department stores who have been de- 
serted by their husbands. That shows 
the failure of the present marriage 
system. Also there are more than 
lifty hotels in Chicago, which are de- 
pendent upon support for couples 
•without benefit of clergy.' The same 
is true of most all of the socalled all- 
night restaurants in Chicago. 

Chicago Husbands Bored. 
"You have noticed that Chicago is 
one of the best theater towns in the 
world. That's because there are so 
many bored husbands in the world. 
The summer gardens also reap their 
harvest out of this class. Further de- 
tails next Sunday. 

"There is one ward in this city 
where 500 of those male parasites who 
prey on unfortunate women have form- 
ed a union. At the last election they 
sent a delegation to one of the candl 
dates for alderman and assured him 
•hat unless he recognised their union [ 
they would throw their political in- 
fluence against him. These parasites 
in this ward dictate where patronage 
shall go. They have intimidated shop- 
keepers of all kinds." 

Then the speaker paid his respects' 
to the magnets of the stockyards dis- 
trict. "It was said that everything 
at the stock yards Is utilized except 
the squeal. Now the Bqueal is being 
Jllzed." 
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PERSONAL 

IMMORTALITY 



Not a Scientific Fact and No Person 
Can Exist Until the Body is Or- 
ganized. What Comes After? 
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of affairs that had come about be- 
cause of God's Inability to prevent it, 
and against which he was eternally 
opposed— ir the preacher and evange- 
lists would convince us that their God 
was resolutely striving to do away 
with such a hideous and diabolical in- 
stitution as this place for the eternal 
torment of weak mortals for sins com- 
mitted in the brief span of their phy- 
sical lives— if we were assured that 
this God would never rest nor allow 
any of his forces* to rest, until every 
vestige of hell had been so completely 
i to make 



ratlor 



relief can be had through any palative 
measure. We want to abolish capital- 

Not tax the land, but abolish all land 
property of all the people, "The Earth 
ham He given to the children oi men. " 
Psalm 115, 16. And then adopt such 
rules and regulations as may be nec- 
essary for its collective use. This 
would give us all the coal, oil and min- 
erals, and then what would become of 
the Standard Oil and other trusts? 

Mr. Lutterman says, " The only way 
labor can obtain tnis world's goods is 
through the medium 
(money) and Is both 
products are in the hands of capital, 
It Is impossible for that class of men, 
who have nothing but labor to make 
xchange." 
Under the Capitalist system, the 
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of mortals could be s 



I all t 



spect for such a God. We would wel- 
come and sustain His messengers, 
cheerfully enlist in His service and 
work 



help from the civil power, I am appre- 
hensive that It Is a bad one." 



of ao worthy and humane an object. 

Because Christian (?) preachers and 
evangelists represent their God as be- 
•ing a willing and non-resistant part- 
ner to, If not the deliberate author of 
this Helishness— using Hell to wreck 
his vengence upon and eternally tor- 
ture those of his creatures who fall 
to avail themselves of an alleged un- 
merited and vicarious means of escape 
—therefore all that is human within 
me rises in mighty protest, and I 
would hurl defiance into the very 
teeth of Jehovah himself, and I would 
tell him that Hell Is the only fit and 
proper place for honest and selfre- 
spectlng men to go to! I would tell 
him that If only one poor creature was 
to be thus eternally tortured that I 
would elect to keep company with 
that one and share Its torments, be- 
cause I could be far more happy and 
self-respecting in Hell than would be 
possible should I accept favors from 
such a tyrant to be committed to an 
eternity of torture. I would tell him 
that his heaven was only fit and In- 
tended for Pharisees and Hypocrites, 
for Lick-spittles and Sycophants, for 
ServHe Prints and Mountebank 



"media of exchange," is to sell its 
labor to the capitalist. Of course if 
the capitalist has more goods on hand 
than he can sell, he will shut down the 
factories of production, and then the 
laborers will have nothing to buy 
with. My people we are slave owners, 
but I went into the Union Army with 
the d claration that if it left a slave 
beneath the flag. It was not worth 
shooting a gun. Some of my fath- 
ers' old slaves have said to me, "Mas 
George, you say you set us free, but 
fo' God, I's worse off than when I 
belonged to your father." It is true, 
Wage Slavery is worse than chattle 
Slavery— Socialism is the only salva- 
tion. It would take over all the fac- 
tory, railroad and tools of production. 
Every man should be employed, and 
all of his products should be turned 
over to the laborers, "Media of ex- 
change," as now understood would be 
entirely done away with. Certificates 
of labor would be the only "media," 
and it could be exchange for the full 
amount of labor's production, I was 
born within a few miles of Lexing- 
ton. One of my Bluegrass school 
mates took me to task for being a 
Socialist when we had this conversa- 
tion, I asked how much land he had? 
With pride he said Ave hundred acres 
and that he had a standing offer of 
one hundred dollars per acre. How 
many children have you? He said six. 
Can you acquire any more land? 
I own nine thousand dollars, and have 
two thousand dollar life insurance. 
After paying my premium, taxes 
interest. Have a hard time to n 
both ends meet. Then said I, "If you 
should die toniarrow, give your wife 
the lnsurpnce, sell your stock and pay 
your debts, and divld> your land 
HHMgM your children, giving each 
6C acres, they would not be able if you 
can't acquire more land with four 
hundred acres. 

At this point the wife broke in, and 
said. "I have been asking Jim. what 
will become of our grand children, 
and I have laid awake of nights tl 



salac 



will 



not read like a romance by M. D'An- 
nuuz^o, the celebrated Italian author- 
ity and public demonstrator. 

There will he no rhetorical frills 
about the performance, but there will 
be vital statistics. There may 
names. .Many persons are wondering 
whether there will be names. A cate- 
gorical response could not be obtained 
last night. At least enough facts a 
free love, its cause and its economic 
justification under existing industrial 
fjWMticns. will be furnished to estab- 
lish a |ibrary of indisputable mat. 
it was declared. Next Sunday night's 
dissertation will be food for worldlnss 
and it is expected that many pillars of 
society will be undermined and tl 
bled In ruin. 

Gives Sample of Ammunition. 

Wnile the big show is reserved for 
next Sunday night the show man 
ed the curtain one one small angle of 
the- arena and cast the bull's-eye of 
publicity through a restricted arc of 
its orbit last night. His auditors w 
appalled, but they supported the 
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gan, Sercombe, himself, "by the health 
department of the city that there are 
40,000 criminal operations performed 



h fortitude. The details 
ing collected In all parts 
light" district by agents 
cer-Whitman circle and 
I carefully compiled for 



(By DR. T. J. BOWLES). 
If anything is true; if anything can 
i true, no human being ever had any 
existence on this earth until he was 
born. Prenatal personality is absurd; 
it is unthinkable; it is inconceivable, 
and as Inconceivability is the very 
est test of the falsity of a prorpo- 
sitlon. We can confidently affirm that 
human being ever had any person- 
al existence on this earth until the 
body was organized. 

The doctrine of the incarnation of 
a pre-existing spirit is therefore child- 
ish and foolish, and can not be enter- 
tained by anw rational mind, because 
the terms of such a proposition can 
not be framed into a mental concept. 

This doctrine had its oWgin during 
the infancy of the human race, before 
reason had dawned, and l when the 
whole world was supposed to be filled 
with spirits eagerly waiting to be 
clothed with flesh and blood, and it is 
sUll taught by mystics and dreamers 
who have no knowledge of the laws of 



of personality, and 
the incarnation and reincarnation of 
spirits is absurd, unthinkable and in- 
conceivable, what shall we say of 
post niortuni personality. 

Personal pre-existence and post 
mortem 

or fall together; if a 
tion was the beginning of a personal 
existence, the disorganization of the 
body must be the end of personal ex- 

This is the universal experience of 
the human race; this is the teaching 
of science; this is one of the necessi- 
ties of thought; this is a fact; this is 
reason and reason is our only guide. 

When 

the universe embodies 
all effects, and when they learn, that 
the rythni of evolution and dissolu- 



\ Good Route 
to Try 



It traverses ■ territory rich in 
undeveloped resources; a territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, horticulture, stock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least. It is 

The Scenic Route 
for Tourists. 

The Frisco System now offers the 
traveling public 



Between St. Louis and Kansas 
City and points In Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
lory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and points 
in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the West and Southwest 

Full information as to route and 
rates cheerfully furnished upon appli- 
cation to any representative of the 
or to 

tenger Traffic Department, 



will ( 



appear, priests will ceas. 
the human race and peac 
ness will fill the earth. 



and happi- 



igggi«Min^ 

broiif h us advertised 




25 




SUNDAY 



Special Train 

LEAVING 

LEXINGTON 7:30am 

AskTitUtipnttoPuMm 




Trade Marks 
Designs 
CoprRiGHT3 4c. 



""i'!'.'™ 'mi!!'.; 1 "hV.^^r.Mm.n'a'cffi^ra 

n.ifiiv, wirhi.ui , tiiii-ne. lnth« 

Scientific American. 

A hiincHcimrh- MsplMlri w.>,.klv. I.nree«t dr. 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 
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All orders promptly filled. 
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GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN' AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS Ll FE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 
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[Editorial 



I one). 



serious problem is to first discover the motives or 
MUM that lead to crime aud by eradicating than, 
crime must disappear. 

Let us take a child at birth. It has uo thought. 
Its only sensation is cold aud warmth, hunger ami 
repletion. It lacks the power of expression aud ar- 
ticulation. If that child could be carried into tome 



MTth tot a scrubby apple, and ever since that day 
her fair daughters have been making men Imitate 
their reunite forefathers' folly. The Chicago sav- 
ants tre 'way behind the times. They are plunging 
into the shoreless realm of psychology with a bul- 
lion basis anchored to their feet. We had fondly 
believed thai Solomon's sanctified s 
multiplied husbands had 



THE ROME BOOK 



•est, far 



away from the sound of the human voice, and then, 
suppose it were possible for that child to subsist 
until it was twenty-one years of age, what would 
it be? What could it do? The only sounds it would 
hear would be the noises made by the birds and 
beasts by which it had been surrounded. It would 
not be able to talk and the sound it could produce 
would be the sounds it had learued to imitate. It 
could not think beyond its sphere. It would know 
nothing of (iod or Jesus Christ. It would know- 
nothing of Wiir or politics, nothing of our social dis- 
order, nothing of crime. It would be the product 
< i its environment aud nothing more. 

Then there is a time in the life of every human 
being whan it is without sin or a thought of sin. Its 
right or wrong conduct is acquired later in life ac- 
coruing to the conditions by wliich it is surround- 
ed. It those conditions be of the best, they will 
produce the best kind oi a human being, if the 
conuitions bo inferior the product will be of an in- 
ferior quality. Ao good mother ever encouraged 
her offspring to criminal acts, li the ollsprmg oi 
a good mother commits crime, it is reasonably cer- 
tani that it did not learu it from that source. Then 
where did it come iromV liy imitation through bad 
association. False education may and does exert 
a powerful intiueuce in the direction of wrong-do- 
ing. Unce let a child feel, or learn that there is a 
spauking on one side oi a given line of conduct 
and candy on the other, he grows up with that no- 
tion oi necessary rewards and punishments until he 
reaches maturity and then he comes in for a behei 
in a golden crown and a harp, or perdition for eter- 
nity, in the hereafter. 

it would reasonably appear then, that the logical 
elimination of the criminal, would follow the logi- 
cal improvement of Uie individual. Whoever im- 
proves himself improves the universe of which he 
is a part, 'ihe improvement of society must begin 
with the improvement oi the individual and no 
other method can or will succeed. (Jrmie can never 
be eliminated by surgical operation or oy the pres- 
ent method oi penal punisnment. Both are Jack- 
ing in the essential qualities oi permanency. They 
merely strike at the suriace oi things and are in- 
capable of reaching the foundation. 

iiegui with the child. Teach him to act right, 
to tUiuk right, not lor the hope of reward or the 
fear of punishment, out the inherent virtue that 
lies in the act itself. Just as the prohibition oi the 
sale oi whisky nas never actually piohioi-.cd, or 
prevented, so it is that the wtiic&on of penal pun- 
ishment in a mathematical ratio under existing 
conditions, fails to dimmish crime in any sense. 
True, our penitentiaries are here, but they are be- 
ing put to an improper use. Surgery cannot aid 
them in the work of reiorm. Information must 
come from within, not without. 



question almost forever. If a man gets lei di 
with the --sister" racket, he will try the same trick 
over again and dollars and cents never figure in the 
transaction. Where there's a will there's a way, 
and nearly everybody is possessed of that will. 

a • • • a 

THE ROME BOOK. 

At last the Rome Hook is out and is now in the 
hands of many of its subscribers. The book is all 
thai it was promised to be and even more, for such 
i versatile writer as Ur. Wilson, with so much to 
write about, has eclipsed himself and produced a 
work that will be of wide interest. 

With the title, "A Trip To Rome," one can read- 
ily judge of the nature and character of the work 
It is in strict conformity with its title, and every 
fact encountered is transformed into a potent ar- 
gument against religion, emanating as it does, from 
the seat of ecclesiastical authority, it will take its 
place among the standard Freethought works of 
the age. 

Dr. Wilson is happily possessed of rare descrip- 
tive talents and he has utilized them to splendid 

ing its pages, imagine that he is actually taking the 
trip, going through what the writer went through, 
seeing what the writer saw and having his exper- 
iences. From the time he leaves New York, all 
during the trip, the prominent Freethought leader; 
he met, the doings of the Congress, his advantages 
and drawbacks, are all so clearly portrayed that 
the incidents and scenes portrayed make delightful 
leading. 

The story is told in doO pages of interesting read- 
ing, and the Blade takes pleasure in recommending 
it to its readers. ' 



Two thousand copies of this book 
hav«> been printed and about half 
have been completed by the binder, 
and Lillian The 7 wi " a11 be out in another week 
settle, 1 



his 



.1 nt ici 



expresses my ideas exactly. I dont 
know l,ahsc, and never heard of him 
before, but If he can get at the mil U 
t t . and will be mailed to subscribers as , . ' . , 

11 .« ^..iki„ m v ln tlle cocanut n other matter, as In 



fast as possible, 
changed his address, send notice to 
Mr. Hughes at once. 

If a book has to be returned, extra 
postage is required to get it back, 
and If sent again, postage for three 
times is spent, which more than eats 
up the profits on the book, subscrib 
ers can greatly assist ln preventing 
mistakes in mailing if they will. 

The book contains 350 pages, with 
M lilies to the page, which is 2 more 
lines to the page than Dog Fennel, 
and In all, is about 40 pages more of 
reading matter than Mr. Moore's 



Maxim Gorky. Beta was born and reared Tom and 

le little crow to pick, how- iCd Marshall, and the present U. 8. 
the Blade's editor— that Is ] Senator. Joe Blackburn. 
I Maxim Gorky. The "Re-j It seemed strange to me that such 
the last issue m|] for so long has been so produc 
live of superstition, and so sterile of 
Krcct bought, nut then superstition 
<rowg everywhere, and Freethought 
crops out in It, just like genius, where 



the Corky affair, he'd better do a lot 
of writing for the alade. 

Technically the Blade is right about 
Gorky, but the Blade is for the pur 
pose of mowing down the big rank 
weeds of superstition and unjustice 
and not to be employed In splitting 
hairs. 

When the emancipation of the 
bodies and brains of a whole nation 
the freedom of thought and speech, 
which is to intluence the whole world. 



It is little expected. Strange that 
aBKMg all these great ones, in this 
.trc.it rich community, that Free- 
i bought should manifest itself first in 
..hese two, Capt. and Mrs. Henry, who 
began life humbly as teachers and by 
.•nergy and persistence, together 
worked their way to Independence of 
both living and thought. And today, 
Versailles is better known for these 
two i ban for all who now live there. 
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In a previous issue of the Blade we have com- 
mented upon the rcmarKaole prevalence of crime 
among the clergy, and judging from the reports 
given in the newspapers almost every day, tne.se 



greater now, and this book ought t< 
sell for at least $1.50. For Hughes 
to come out even, he must sell all 
that is left after the subscribers are 
supplied. 

It behooves every one then to act 
as agent for the book, and see that it 
gets in the hands of good people. 

1 am satisfied that they will go 
like hot cakes, 1 delivered one to a 
gentleman who had subscribed, just 
lo please uie, as 1 am a patron of his. 
The next day, I saw him, and he said, 
"Doctor, I want 4 more of ihuse 
books," "You haven't read that book 
yet," said I, "and how do you know 



patriot, t 
split hair 



I befor* 
rshall I 



We ought not to be blind to 
withhold our allegiance to Liberty, 
when she extends her hands for our 
assistance, no matter how her si 
may be bedraggled with a littli 
the stains of the earth. 



Paine and nearly every other n torn* 
er had a woman affair on his bauds. 
Whenever Jesus Chr.st appeared, 
.Mary Magdalene bobbed up, didn't 
she? If that old Bettt pot king Ed- 
ward, would come to this country, all 
the "Unco Guid, ' and •iligidly Right- 
eous," would tall over each other to 



said, Tv 



I Paget 



i of, 

ne Is spoken of as Tom Marshall of 
Kentucky. Likewise of Joe lllackburn. 
.tut le* know from what part of Ken- 
tueky they halt from. The Henry s 
iave done more to place Versailles on 
In iniip of Kentucky, than any or all 
of them, and as much to place Ken- 
tttek] 00 the map of the nation. 
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and 1 want four more. 

1 saw a prominent attorney, tw 
days after delivering a book, and h 
wants 16 more. 

With Just the few I have put ot 
here in Cincinnati, extra orders hav 
come in sufficient to lead me to be- 1 P i es „ 
lieve that there will be a good de- or coi 
mand for them. ant i 

I am not going to loot my own horn doing 
about the book, but will say that it is ^ho , 
good a book as 1 could 0 f the 



woman be claims to be uis true aud 
honest wile makes me inexpressibly 
weary; and if it reveals anything at 
all, besides almost universal hypo- 
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that 



I tha 
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it is light, so light in spots, 
might float off. I have intend- 
1 be so; for understand, 1 did 
lie just to please Freethiuk- 
hey are already converted, and 



CUNNIBIAL BLISS AS FOUND IN CHICAGO. 

. .Life, that is matrimonial life in the Windy City, 



is not all peaches and cream. It seems to be a 
dreadful fact that Chicago can hang more different 
kinds of garlands on the matrimonial estate, than 
any of its less civilized neighbors. It is reported 
that a man out there is being sued by his divorced 
wife for breach of promise of marriage, it seems 
that he assidiously recourted her with a view to- 
ward a second alliunce, but all at once he contract- 
ed cold feet and now stands midway between the 
devil of alimony and the deep sea of damages, 
it would seem, however, that any woman who 
would risk the same man twice, is not deserving of 
much sympathy. 

But this is not all, for we arc told that the Chica- 
go Commons, whatever it is or wherever it holds its 
clinics is well named, has guaranteed to its grad- 
uates that they can well stand the acid test of ma- 
trimony upon a stimulated income of ten dollars a 
week. 

The Blade confesses to some ignorance as to the 
class and character of the Chicago Coi 
no desire, however to see it while it 
laboratory w ork, but just the same, w 
well named. As the Blade Budarstaj 
tion it proposes to take over the w ork 
place matrimony on the quick lunch basis. And 
right there is just where it will put Cupid entirely 
out of the business. The little, winged god is really 
no strict auditor of accounts. When he draws his 
bowstring he shuts his eyes and if the loosened 
shaft lodge in the heart of a plutocrat or in the 
breast of a peasant, it is all the same to him. What 
boots it to the god of love if the girls can prepare a 
breakfast on the modest sum of nineteen ■cuts .' 
What does he care whether there be nineteen cents 
in sight or not! It has never been Cupid's way to 
count the cost and until our entire human nature 
be radically changed, he never will. 

Still, it is suggested that the alumnae are in great 
demand; that hundreds of young men actually 
stand in line, so to speak, on commencement day, 
ready, anxious and willing to underwrite the 
diploma and take chances on the future. A little j 
later on they may wake up to the fact that nineteen 
cent breakfasts, forty-cent dinners and two-bit sup- 1 
pers do not represent the sum total of expense con- 
nected with the successful navigation of the matri- 



conclude that the entire profession is rapidly 
ueeoming tamted with immoralities of the grossest 
KinU, marking a condition similar in every respect 
to that wnich preceded the great religious upheav- 
als of the world's history. 

dome time ago Andrew Carnegie established 
what is known as a "hero fund' and now it is up 
to some other charitably inclined millionaire to 
establish a fund with which to reward every indi- 
viuual preacher who has gone through a whole ca- 
reer in the pulpit without some scandal getting' 

around him. Bow many would such a fund be perience ' elc " elc " ******* * 

the orthodox porkers to read the mat- 
ter I am most particular they should 



i beve ueen usived liequenily of 
.ale io get up a funeral aduress to be 
ustu Inr *reethougiit occasions. 1 
na\e never ha«l lime lo uo lliis, bui 
...a.. ...ui>e the allempL some oi these 
iiaj.i. euuuui>, suca uii audi ess, up- 

suo&iim to aii> j- reetauUMf is gr< a> 

O ntcded. 

SOI uie present, however, 1 advise 
e>er> S re et h l aaw lo save all the 
t'lccihoKghl addresses ue sees in 
pi ml, auu out ot asset he cau select 
just wu.u ne would \wsu lo have said 
OVW m i i is etf, aud lu this he can add a 
oiograpnical sKeieh, or such other re- 
nutras as aft pertinent to the occa- 
sion. 

rtlCS audi material at hand, there 
is au uasou why every one should 
Dave lo uepend upon some one else, 
speakers oaooot unta.vs be had, aud 
u is ine duly of every oue to prepare 



her pigs through a slipgap, you will 
best succeed in getting in front of 
uer, and coaxing her along with a 
few grains of corn. 

Likewise have 1 dropped in front 
of my Christian friends a few grains 
of travel, incident, anecdote, descrip 
history, biography, 



able to reach: So alarming is this increase of 
crime among the clergy that should one gentle- 
man of the cloth come out of it pure and stainless 
he is pointed to with pride and marked as a shin- 
ing, exemplary exception to the well established,, 



did thou! 



though sinfully reverend rule. 

The latest of these to come into prominent pub- 
lic notice is the lie v. Aimon Clarence Abel, a 
.Uethodist preacher of some note iu Chicago. This 
heavenly messenger of infinite mercy and love en- 
tered a plea of guilty before a court of competent 
jurisdiction to the crime of bigamy and was giv- 
en a term in the penitentiary, lie married wife 
No. 2 under an assumed name and the suiienug 
he hus wrought was fully worked before his crime 
was discovered. No sooner had sentence been 
pronounced against him than his Methodist co- 
herts asserted a mental irresponsibility plea to se- 
cure him a rehearing, unmindful of the fact that 
such a plea brands them with criminal negligence 
in calling or allowing such a man, who is mentally 
irresponsible, to act as a moral guide for the moth- 
ers, wives and daughters. 

Such is the way of foolish geese and there can 
be little doubt but what this infamous, clerical 
monster, when alone in his ehamber, indulged in 
many a secret laugh at the thought of how success- 
fully he was fooling his church people and swip- 
ing their cash. 

mens. It has I It was a case of do only as I say and not do as 
I engaged in I do. 

repeat, it«s • • • • • 

Is the situa- We frequently hear it said, "Cod pity the poor, 
»f Cupid and | but the rich are as much in need of that self 



> anger them. 



back-track t 



dent, and travel, in order that they 
may cool off and get in a condition 
for the next bit of 
their own good. 



My 



niiu. 



i the 



believer to read what he don't like in 
it, for the sake of that which he will 
like, and at all times lo express my- 
self in a simple manner, never step- 
ping beyond the understanding of any 

1 regret that I bad to omit much of 
incident, anecdote, etc., travel in the 
first pan of the book, but I was com- 
pelled to reserve space for Italy, and 
speak of the country 



people generally oppose inemselves, 
to what appears to them, more thau 
a just share of the commodity of sex. 
Both money and sex are two neces- 

(Sit that lie got his just share, or all 
lhat his system and wants required — 
const qui nti) the selfishness, gretd, 
jealousy, ljing aud hypocrisy asso- 
ciated with both. Those who have 
not,' can't bear those who have; and 
those like wise guilty, would deflect 
attention from themselves, by show- 
ing their horror of Maxim Gorky. 

It was unfortunate that the patriot- 
ism of Maxim tiorky fell to the mercy 
of those who regulate custom, and up- 
tin whom rests the basis of what is 
called good society— tho primrose 
cL-rgy, the rotten 400, society boars, 
fashionable strumpets, pious prudes, 
sanctified old maids, impotent hypo- 
crites, and Washingtonlans and other 
political and legislative virtue (?) 
tVith all these against him Maxim 
Gorky bad to go down. 

The American nation simply made 
in ass of itself in dumping Gorky as 
it did. Here was an opportunity for 
.howing our sympathies for a sorrow- 
.ng, suffering people, and assist them 
toward freedom. Instead of extend- 
,ng our hands in greeting to Liberty, 
we slapped her ln the lace, and all 



lead, aud < tun got pnnud. .My idea 
ot a luneiai audrtss is one wuich, 
nisi laithiuuy represents the opin- 
ions oi tne decifjied— and second, 
i-ne whicu iuiroduces the principles 
of UOSTSilsm to ihe public. The oc- 
casion should be used less to euiogize 
tUe ueau, and more to advance ihe 



la my ad,did 



Henry, I appropriated oue of luger- 
soll's thoughts aud used it as my own. 
1 also appropriated st veral ol my best 
thoughts from a luneral oration de- 
livered by Channlnj; Severance. These 
weie expressed bouer than 1 coul<X~ 
have done. Severance never writes a 



give every ( 



: like liberty 



to appropriate anything i write and 
use it in any way that it will do good. 
Use it as your own if you want to. 
1 am not always certain about where 
1 get it. New ihoughis are about as 
rare as hen teeth. We are all hash 
ing over thought that was uttered 
belter than we can express them, 
th. usands of years ago. We all have 
original ways of saying thiugs, but 
. tiy rar. Ij do we say any new thing. 

It Is of the utmost importance that 
Liberals provide for their funeral oc- 
casions. Nothing bo advertises and 
advances our cause. Nothing so fain- 
, iiiarizes i 



ioved on the George Henry Lewes and 
George Ellot plan, instead of being 
bound by a priest, who is the enemy 
>f the liberty he is fighting for. And 



pity. It is a safe assertion that there is hardly a 
healthy millionaire in the country. Wealth may 
buy select grub and the latest fashion in garments, 
but it cannot purchase health and happiness. Many 
a man whose signature is a power among the mon- 
ey changers would gladly barter all his wealth for 
a year of health. He who has good health and is 
content, though he reside in a log cabin on aome 
small hill side, is rich. Wealth cannot dig peace, 
happiness or wisdom from the mine. It can compel 
a lip service but it cannot buy the hearts of men. 



We are looked at away, 
because we make ourselves so little 
bnewab WS are rarities. 

At present, with those who cannot 
engage speakers, 1 know of no better 
way to insure right representation at 
atched; consequently the latter hall " X |" r 'emely trivial matter, when view- funerals, than for Liberals to glean 
of the book will prove most interest- — by the g | de of tnL . , )alr | 0 i lc object lroUJ lhose addresses already made 
ing. I could have writtea a book twice n . nlch brcll gi,t Gorky to these shores. l'uu»c, J"st what they want said at 
large and regret that I had not their own funerals. There are good 

space to tell of all I saw. In my re-, thlims in i\cry address that I have 

port of the Congress which takes up Capt. Henry's Funeral e\or read, and I am sorry that I have 

70 pages, I believe Liberals will find >\'as an occasion of importance, in- not always saved them. I am going to 
the greatest interest. I have avoided! *smuch as the prominence of thje save them after this, and if I am call- 
all dry details, and written it Just as jjan added to the prominence of the 
1 have written the rest, ln description j ceremony— It being the first Free- 
and story form. The Congressional .hought funeral in Versailles anil all 
report ought to interest even a reli-iihe country thereabout. There was a 
gionist, us it reveals the attitude of 'large attendance, and with the SUSP 
the church and state over there, in a ilon of three or four lOO-rosa Liber- 1 pr 



•d upon hurriedly for an l 
will have the material at hand; and 
I advise others to follow suit. 

Some Liberal friend from Texas 
wrote me last winter, asking for the 
my Christmas 



The Chicago Commons may be successful in this 
sort of propaganda in Chicago, but when a couple 
gets what really ailed Borneo and Juliet, they care 
never a copper cent what particular school they 
graduated from. Is it not written in a book that 
Eve induced Adam to cast from him the empire of 



The Blade is not sufficiently versed in the single 
tiix problems, or in the adverse doctrines of politi- 
cal ecouomy to be able to decide upon the merits or 
demarits of the discussion now taking place in its 
columns. There is something worthy of considera- 
tion in both sides and it is to be hoped that the dis- 
Dttssian will prove beneficial to some. To us it ap- 
pears that there is much force in the argument on 
the land side of the question. Banks may break, 
merchants may lail, corporations may collapse and 
even governments be subverted, but the laud is al- 
ways in evidence. It can neither burn up or blow- 
away. On the other hand the mortgage companies 
do not want land. They regard the soil as a poor 
l>aying investment. When they slip a segment of 
the earth's surface from under you in lieu of n 
ey loaned they promptly throw it on the mar: 



the rest were Christians. 

allies is a hot-bed of superstl- ed to distribute several thousand. I 
What could have been the d dn't write him at once, and forgot 
noughts of those hundreds of Chris whether I replied or not. I regret that 
uns, as they listened to my address? 1 1 haven't time to reply to more than 
would have given a good deal to a small part of my correspondence* 
low what was passing through their! Have a living to make and just can't 
Inds. Anyhow, there was a silence Ida it. But any one Is welcome to use 
id an attention I never before saw anything I write In any way they 
a funeral. From ben! iinin l; to the iliink will do good, and withoul ask- 
id, not a person Stirred. 01 course, lug me about It. 
could not be expected that any of I Several years ago, the Archbishop 
i do good with lnem would * bce e l ■•e* that 1 "aM; <* Cincinnati, in an interview with a 
it. Now let every one, also he i p I'Ut it Js Impossible for it not to have reporter, gave him a lot of juuff I had 
push the Blade along. This Is thej 



light not described by any one else.' 

I regret the presence of typographi- 
cal errors, but there are not as many lon - 
as 1 expected to see. For a beginner, 
i' . bod; does Hughes credit as a pub- 
lisher. The paper, print and binding 
are all of good quality, and has not 
been cheapened in order to make a 
profit out of it 

Now, I hope, each one will consider ' 
himself as agent, and see that the 
book will get into hands of those who 1 



1 season, and subscribers 
; iu slow, and it is not meeting ex 
lses. Every Liberal may well be 
iud of the Blade. Mr. Moore was 
writer— not an editor. Now it has 
h writer and editor, and no Liber 
al journal has a better. 

am safe ln saying that there is 
not a newspaper or magazine ln this 
country, who has a better eritorial 
writer at its head than the Blade now 
has. 

This is saying a good deal-but If 
you know of any 



the effect of setting them to think written in the Blade a few weeks 
previously. It was some of that pret- 
! It was an innovation, and novelty ty ItUil I write somet uneR, when I go 
MtS people to talking, and no doubt humming among tho flowers, or soar- 
this funeral will be the talk of that j ing up among the stars, and "His 
community for a long time. This will Grace" flitted it In very nicely, 
jgo on record as the first Freethought, 1 wrote him a letter of thanks, and 
| funeral, and as such will bold its told bin that he was welcome to use 
| place for many years. Tho Ice being anything I said, that I stole a little 
oroken .others will follow. niyse.. now and then, and if he Just 

Versailles Is a county s. at. and has Kept on reading the Blade, he would 
i ixipulation of about 3,000. It Is he k aniiiig .something all the time, 
right in the heart of the Blue Grass, and would frequently find purty 

surpassed. This community has pro required. And what do you think? 
duced many great men in all branches ; "His Grace" never so much as replied. 

J. B. W. 



